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1
MULTI-OUTPUT ENGINE WELDER
SUPPLYING FULL ELECTRICAL POWER
CAPACITY TO A SINGLE WELDING OUTPUT

TECHNICAL FIELD

The claimed invention relates to arc welders and, more
particularly, to engine arc welders.

BACKGROUND

A typical engine welder machine includes an internal com-
bustion engine coupled to a generator where the mechanical
energy provided by the internal combustion engine is con-
verted to electrical energy by the generator. Traditionally,
engine welders provide one or more welding outputs or chan-
nels for arc welding along with one or more auxiliary power
outputs to support various types of power tools. As a result,
one or more users may be able to use the same engine welder
at the same time. For some engine welders that provide more
than one welding output, users have had to combine the
multiple welding outputs in parallel in order to access the full
electrical power capacity of the engine welder for a single
welding operation. Some engine welders have internal
mechanical switches allowing two or more welding channels
to be combined in parallel within the engine welder. However,
such mechanical switches have to be sized to switch and carry
high currents. Switches of this type are costly and prone to
failure.

Further limitations and disadvantages of conventional, tra-
ditional, and proposed approaches will become apparent to
one of skill in the art, through comparison of such approaches
with embodiments of the present invention as set forth in the
remainder of the present application with reference to the
drawings.

BRIEF SUMMARY

Certain embodiments of the present invention comprise an
engine welder having a single rotor and a single stator, and
methods of distributing electrical power capacity of the
engine welder to various welding windings and auxiliary
windings of the engine welder. Sufficient current is provided
to the single rotor to fully saturate the generator magnetics,
and independent control of the welding outputs is accom-
plished on the stator side of the engine welder. Means for
supplying the full electrical power capacity of the engine
welder to a single stator welding winding are provided. Fur-
thermore, means for distributing the electrical power capacity
of the engine welder between welding windings and/or aux-
iliary windings of the single stator are provided.

These and other novel features of the subject matter of the
present application, as well as details of illustrated embodi-
ments thereof, will be more fully understood from the follow-
ing description and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a schematic block diagram of an example
embodiment of an engine welder;

FIG. 2 illustrates a diagram of a portion of the engine
welder of FIG. 1, in accordance with an example embodi-
ment;

FIG. 3 illustrates a flow chart of a first example embodi-
ment of a method of supplying electrical power capacity
using the engine welder of FIG. 1 and FIG. 2;
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FIG. 4 illustrates a flow chart of a second example embodi-
ment of a method of supplying electrical power capacity
using the engine welder of FIG. 1 and FIG. 2;

FIG. 5 illustrates a flow chart of a third example embodi-
ment of a method of supplying electrical power capacity
using the engine welder of FIG. 1 and FIG. 2; and

FIG. 6 illustrates a flow chart of a fourth example embodi-
ment of a method of supplying electrical power capacity
using the engine welder of FIG. 1 and FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

U.S. Pat. No. 5,166,567 to Kneisley et al. is incorporated
herein by reference in its entirety as background information
and supporting information related to engine welders. The
term “welding winding” as used herein can refer to a single
conductive coil winding (e.g., a copper coil winding) or a set
of conductive coil windings (e.g., a three-phase Y-winding, a
three-phase delta-winding, or a star-winding) dedicated to a
single welding output of an engine welder. Similarly, the term
“auxiliary winding” as used herein can refer to a single con-
ductive coil winding (e.g., a copper coil winding) or a set of
conductive coil windings (e.g., a three-phase Y-winding, a
three-phase delta-winding, or a star-winding) dedicated to a
single auxiliary power output of an engine welder.

FIG. 1 illustrates a schematic block diagram of an example
embodiment of an engine welder 100. FIG. 2 illustrates a
diagram of a portion of the engine welder 100 of FIG. 1, in
accordance with an example embodiment. The engine welder
100 includes an engine 110 such as, for example, an internal
combustion engine capable of providing rotating mechanical
drive power via arotatable drive shaft 115. In accordance with
an embodiment of the present invention, the engine 100 pro-
vides about 43 horsepower (HP) of rotating mechanical drive
power.

The engine welder 100 also includes a rotor 120 opera-
tively connected to the engine 110 via the drive shaft 115. In
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention, the
rotor 120 is made of a stack of iron laminations and one or
more copper field windings wound on the stack of iron lami-
nations. During operation, the rotor 120 is driven at a current
(saturation current) sufficient to fully saturate the generator
magnetics and is not used to control the outputs of the engine
welder 100. As used herein, the term “saturation current”
refers to that current level in the rotor field winding which
saturates (i.e., maximizes) the amount of electrical power that
is able to be magnetically coupled to a stator winding.

A stator 130 surrounds the rotor 120 (i.e., the rotor 120 is
located within the stator 130) and is magnetically coupled
125 to the rotor 120 during operation. In accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention, the stator 130 is made
of a stack of iron laminations and multiple copper windings
wound on the stack of iron laminations. The multiple copper
windings include a first stator welding winding 131, a second
stator welding winding 132, a first auxiliary winding 133 (see
FIG. 2), and a field excitation winding (e.g., field excitation
winding 80 shown in U.S. Pat. No. 5,166,567). The output of
each stator winding provides a bus of electrical power that can
be regulated and controlled. In accordance with other
embodiments of the present invention, additional welding
windings and/or additional auxiliary windings are provided
to support additional welding outputs and/or additional aux-
iliary power outputs.

At initial start up, a rotor excitation current 191 is fed from
a battery 190 to the field winding of the rotor 120 through slip
rings of the rotor 120 to initially energize the field winding
and induce a magnetic field around the field winding of the
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rotor 120. This starts inducing voltages on the leads of the
stator windings. Subsequently, a rotor excitation current
(saturation current) 136 is continuously fed from a field exci-
tation winding of the stator 130, through a DC rectifier circuit
135, to the field winding of the rotor 120 via slip rings of the
rotor 120 to continue to induce a magnetic field around the
field winding of the rotor 120. Both the current 191 and the
current 136 are DC currents, in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention. The induced magnetic field
magnetically induces alternating currents in the stator wind-
ings as the rotor 120 rotates within the stator 130.

The output of each stator welding winding feeds into its
own rectifier circuit. Referring to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the first
stator welding winding 131 is operatively connected to an
input of a first rectifier circuit 140, and the second stator
welding winding 132 is operatively connected to an input of
a second rectifier circuit 150. Alternating currents magneti-
cally induced in the stator welding windings 131 and 132 via
the rotor 120 are rectified to DC currents by the rectifier
circuits 140 and 150, respectively. In accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention, the rectifier circuits
each include a configuration of diodes and a filter capacitor as
shown in FIG. 2.

The output of each rectifier circuit feeds into its own output
control circuit. Referring to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the first rec-
tifier circuit 140 is operatively connected to an input of a first
output control circuit 160, and the second rectifier circuit 150
is operatively connected to an input of a second output control
circuit 170. The output control circuits 160 and 170 control
and regulate the level of the output voltages and output cur-
rents produced at the first welding output 161 and the second
welding output 171, independently, when a load (e.g., a weld-
ing torch) is connected to each of the welding outputs of the
engine welder 100. Again, the field windings of the rotor 120
are driven at saturation current and the rotor 120 is not used to
control the welding output currents or voltages.

The first output control circuit 160 is capable of controlling
a first welding output current over a full range of welding
output current levels (e.g., from 0 amps to 500 amps)up to the
full electrical power capacity (e.g., 20 KW) of the engine
welder 100. The second output control circuit 170 is capable
of controlling a second welding output current over a full
range of welding output current levels (e.g., from 0 amps to
300 amps), independently of the first welding output current,
up to less than the full electrical power capacity (e.g., 10 KW)
of'the engine welder. Furthermore, each output control circuit
160 and 170 independently controls the wave shapes of the
output currents and voltages. When a load (i.e., a welding
tool) is operatively connected to one of the welding outputs,
the arc produced between an electrode of the welding tool and
a workpiece is controlled by controlling the voltage and cur-
rent according to a defined welding process.

In accordance with an embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the output control circuits each include a chopper circuit,
followed by a diode and a choke as shown in FIG. 2. Chopper
circuits are well known in the art and may include insulated
gate bipolar transistors (IGBT), for example, made of silicon
material. The chopper circuits receive welding waveforms
from, for example, a pulse modulator of the engine welder
100 and are able to control and change the output current and
voltage levels of a welding output at a rate of 18 kHz or
greater, in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention. Such control allows for sophisticated welding pro-
cesses to be performed such as, for example, short circuit
transfer processes including surface tension transfer arc
welding. In accordance with other embodiments of the
present invention, the chopper circuits may be replaced with
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inverter circuits, which are also well known in the art, or with
a combination of chopper and inverter circuits to accommo-
date various welding applications and performance param-
eters. Other output control circuits are possible as well.

The output of the first auxiliary winding 133 feeds directly
to an auxililary power output 181, or first through an auxiliary
power circuit 180 and then to the auxiliary power output 181.
The auxiliary power provided by the auxiliary power output
181 may be of several different types. For example, the aux-
iliary power may be single-phase AC auxiliary power, three-
phase AC auxiliary power, or DC auxiliary power. To provide
DC auxiliary power, the auxiliary power circuit 180 may
include a rectifier and filtering circuit, for example. In accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention, several
types of auxiliary power outputs are provided including 120
volt (V) single-phase 12 kilowatt (KW) power at 60 Hz, 240
V single-phase 12 kilowatt (KW) power at 60 Hz, and 240V
three-phase 20 KW power at 60 Hz, in order to provide power
to a connected load (e.g., a power tool). Other embodiments
can provide other types of auxiliary power outputs including,
for example, 50 Hz configurations.

The full or maximum electrical power capacity is defined
herein as the full or maximum amount of electrical power that
is capable of being generated by the engine welder 100. The
full or maximum electrical power capacity of the engine
welder 100 is largely determined by the characteristics of the
engine 110, the rotor 120, and the stator 130. In particular, the
horsepower provided by the engine and the size (volume,
dimensions, stack length of iron laminations, amount of iron)
of the rotor 120 and the stator 130, including the amount of
copper (or other conductive material) in the windings that are
wound on the rotor 120 and the stator 130, largely determine
the full or maximum electrical power capacity of the engine
welder 100. In general, the more horsepower and the larger
the rotor and stator, the greater can be the full electrical power
capacity.

In accordance with an embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the rotor 120 and stator 130 are sized (i.e., designed) to
be able to supply the full or maximum electrical power capac-
ity of the engine welder 100 to the first stator welding winding
131. Furthermore, the rectifier circuit 140 and the output
control circuit 160 are capable of providing, in a rectified and
controlled manner, the full or maximum electrical power
capacity of the engine welder 100 to the first welding output
161. That is, the rectifier circuit 140 and the output control
circuit 160 are large enough (e.g., have enough silicon mate-
rial) to handle the full or maximum electrical power capacity
of the engine welder 100.

As a result, a user of the first welding output 161 may
perform a welding process using the full or maximum elec-
trical power capacity of the engine welder 100 without having
to externally parallel multiple welding outputs together, and
without having to rely on any internal mechanical switches
within the engine welder 100 to internally parallel multiple
welding outputs together. Such switches can be costly and
prone to failure (i.e., have relatively low reliability). Such
paralleling configurations can also limit the welding outputs
to using the same polarity since they are to be combined. In
accordance with embodiments of the present invention, polar-
ity is generated independently for each welding output
because each welding output s derived from a different weld-
ing winding, rectifier, and output control circuit.

The second stator welding winding 132 is smaller and uses
less conductive material (e.g., copper) than the first stator
welding winding 131, in accordance with an embodiment of
the present invention. Furthermore, the rectifier circuit 150
and the output control circuit 170 are not as large as (e.g., use
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less silicon material than) the rectifier circuit 140 and the
output control circuit 160. As a result, the full or maximum
electrical power capacity of the engine welder 100 is not able
to be supplied to the second stator welding winding 132 and,
therefore, is not able to be used at the second welding output
171. However, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, the second stator welding winding 132, the
rectifier circuit 150, and the output control circuit 170 are
capable of handling a large enough portion of the full or
maximum electrical power capacity of the engine welder 100
(e.g., about 50%) in order for a user of the second welding
output 171 to be able to perform many useful welding pro-
cesses.

As an example, the first welding output 161 provides about
20 KW of welding output power, which corresponds to the
maximum or full electrical power capacity of the engine
welder 100. The second welding output 172 provides up to 10
KW of welding output power, which corresponds to about
half of the maximum or full electrical power capacity of the
engine welder 100. As is described later herein, when the full
electrical power capacity of the engine welder 100 is being
supplied to the first welding output 161, there is essentially no
power capacity left to be supplied to the second welding
output 171 or to the auxiliary power output 181. However, the
full or maximum electrical power capacity of the engine
welder 100 may be distributed among the various welding
and auxiliary outputs. FIGS. 3-6 illustrate various methods of
distributing electrical power.

FIG. 3 illustrates a flow chart of a first example embodi-
ment of a method 300 of supplying electrical power capacity
using the engine welder 100 of FIG. 1 and FIG. 2. In step 310,
drive at least one field winding of a single rotor 120 of an
engine welder 100 at a saturation current level. In step 320,
induce a first welding current in first stator welding winding
131, wound on a single stator 130 of the engine welder 100,
supplying a maximum electrical power capacity (e.g., 20
KW) of the engine welder 100 to the first stator welding
winding 131. In step 330, induce at least a first auxiliary
current in at least a first stator auxiliary winding 133, wound
on the single stator 130 of the engine welder 100, supplying
less than or equal to the maximum electrical power capacity
to the at least a first stator auxiliary winding 133. In step 340,
induce at least a second welding current in at least a second
stator welding winding 132, wound on the single stator 130 of
the engine welder 100, supplying less than the maximum
electrical power capacity to the at least a second stator weld-
ing winding 132.

The method 300 illustrates how, first, the full electrical
power capacity may be used at the first welding output 161,
second, how the full (or less than full) electrical power capac-
ity may be used at the auxiliary power output 181 and, third,
how less than the full electrical power capacity may be used at
the second welding output 171. Of course, steps 320, 330, and
340 cannot be performed simultaneously since, if the full
electrical power capacity is being supplied to the first stator
welding winding 131 and used at the first welding output 161,
then there is no electrical power capacity remaining to be used
by the auxiliary power output 181 or the second welding
output 171.

In general, electrical power capacity may be distributed
across the various welding and auxiliary outputs up to and not
exceeding the maximum or full electrical power capacity of
the engine welder 100. However, the full or maximum elec-
trical power capacity can be supplied to the first stator weld-
ing winding 131 to be used at the first welding output 161, but
not to the second stator welding winding 132 to be used at the
second welding output 171. Also, in accordance with an
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embodiment of the present invention, the full or maximum
electrical power capacity can be supplied to the first stator
auxiliary winding 133 to be used at the auxiliary power output
181. In other embodiments, less than the full electrical power
capacity can be supplied to the first stator auxiliary winding
133.

If loads (e.g., welding tools, power tools) are ever con-
nected to the various welding or auxiliary outputs such that
the loads want to draw more than the maximum electrical
power capacity of the engine welder 100, the engine welder
100 will bog down and not be able to provide more than the
full electrical power capacity. Therefore, performance of the
various connected welding tools and/or the power tools will
be degraded.

FIG. 4 illustrates a flow chart of a second example embodi-
ment of' a method 400 of supplying electrical power capacity
using the engine welder 100 of FIG. 1 and FIG. 2. In step 410,
drive at least one field winding of a single rotor 120 of an
engine welder 100 at a saturation current level. In step 420,
induce a first welding current in a first stator welding winding
131, wound on a single stator 130 of the engine welder 100,
supplying a first portion of a maximum electrical power
capacity of the engine welder 100 to the first stator welding
winding 131. In step 430, induce a second welding current in
a second stator welding winding 132, wound on the single
stator 130 of the engine welder 100, supplying a second
portion of the maximum electrical power capacity to the
second stator welding winding 132, where a sum of the first
portion and the second portion are less than or equal to the
maximum electrical power capacity. Steps 420 and 430 can be
performed simultaneously since the sum of the first portion of
electrical power and the second portion of electrical power do
not exceed the maximum electrical power capacity of the
engine welder 100. That is, two users can weld at the same
time.

FIG. 5 illustrates a flow chart of a third example embodi-
ment of'a method 500 of supplying electrical power capacity
using the engine welder 100 of FIG. 1 and FIG. 2. In step 510,
drive at least one field winding of a single rotor 120 of an
engine welder 100 at a saturation current level. In step 520,
induce a first welding current in a first stator welding winding
131, wound on a single stator 130 of the engine welder 100,
supplying a first portion of a maximum electrical power
capacity of the engine welder 100 to the first stator welding
winding 131. In step 530, induce a first auxiliary current in a
first stator auxiliary winding 133, wound on the single stator
130 of the engine welder 100, supplying a second portion of
the maximum electrical power capacity to the first stator
auxiliary winding 133, where a sum of the first portion and the
second portion are less than or equal to the maximum elec-
trical power capacity. Steps 520 and 530 can be performed
simultaneously since the sum of the first portion of electrical
power and the second portion of electrical power do not
exceed the maximum electrical power capacity of the engine
welder 100. That is, one user can weld while another user
uses, for example, a power tool.

FIG. 6 illustrates a flow chart of a fourth example embodi-
ment of'a method 600 of supplying electrical power capacity
using the engine welder 100 of FIG. 1 and FIG. 2. In step 610,
drive at least one field winding of a single rotor 120 of an
engine welder 100 at a saturation current level. In step 620,
induce a first welding current in a first stator welding winding
131, wound on a single stator 130 of the engine welder 100,
supplying a first portion of a maximum electrical power
capacity of the engine welder 100 to the first stator welding
winding 131. In step 630, induce a first auxiliary current in a
first stator auxiliary winding 133, wound of the single stator
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130 of the engine welder 100, supplying a second portion of
the maximum electrical power capacity to the first stator
auxiliary winding 133. In step 640, induce a second welding
current in a second stator welding winding 132, wound on the
single stator 130 of the engine welder 100, supplying a third
portion of the maximum electrical power capacity to the
second stator welding winding 132, where a sum of the first
portion, the second portion, and the third portion are less than
or equal to the maximum electrical power capacity. Steps 620,
630, and 640 can be performed simultaneously since the sum
of the first portion of electrical power, the second portion of
electrical power, and the third portion of electrical power do
not exceed the maximum electrical power capacity of the
engine welder 100. That is, two users can weld while another
user uses, for example, a power tool.

In summary, an engine welder having a single rotor and a
single stator and methods of distributing electrical power
capacity of the engine welder to various welding windings
and auxiliary windings of the engine welder are disclosed.
Means for supplying the full electrical power capacity of the
engine welder to a single stator welding winding are pro-
vided. Furthermore, means for distributing the electrical
power capacity of the engine welder between welding wind-
ings and/or auxiliary windings of the single stator are pro-
vided.

While the claimed subject matter of the present application
has been described with reference to certain embodiments, it
will be understood by those skilled in the art that various
changes may be made and equivalents may be substituted
without departing from the scope of the claimed subject mat-
ter. In addition, many modifications may be made to adapt a
particular situation or material to the teachings of the claimed
subject matter without departing from its scope. Therefore, it
is intended that the claimed subject matter not be limited to
the particular embodiment disclosed, but that the claimed
subject matter will include all embodiments falling within the
scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An engine welder capable of supplying up to a full
electrical power capacity, said engine welder comprising:

an engine capable of providing rotating mechanical drive
power;

a single rotor having at least one field winding wound on a
stack of iron laminations configured to be electrically
driven at a saturation current which fully saturates a
generator magnetics of the engine welder;

a rotatable drive shaft operatively connecting said rotor to
said engine; and

a single stator surrounding said single rotor and having a
first stator welding winding, at least a second stator
welding winding, and at least a first stator auxiliary
winding, wherein said engine, said single rotor, and said
single stator are configured to supply said full electrical
power capacity to said first stator welding winding as
said rotor is driven at said saturation current.

2. The engine welder of claim 1 wherein said engine, said
single rotor, and said single stator are further capable of
supplying less than said full electrical power capacity to said
at least a second stator welding winding.

3. The engine welder of claim 1 wherein said engine, said
single rotor, and said single stator are further capable of
supplying at least a portion of said full electrical power capac-
ity to said at least a first stator auxiliary winding.

4. The engine welder of claim 1 further comprising a first
rectifier circuit operatively connected to an output of said first
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stator welding winding and at least a second rectifier circuit
operatively connected to an output of said at least a second
stator welding winding.

5. The engine welder of claim 1 wherein said at least a first
stator auxiliary winding provides a single phase auxiliary
power.

6. The engine welder of claim 1 wherein said at least a first
stator auxiliary winding provides a three phase auxiliary
power.

7. The engine welder of claim 4 further comprising a first
output control circuit operatively connected to an output of
said first rectifier circuit and capable of controlling a first
welding output current over a full range of welding output
current levels up to said full electrical power capacity of said
engine welder.

8. The engine welder of claim 7 further comprising at least
a second output control circuit operatively connected to an
output of said at least a second rectifier circuit and capable of
controlling a second welding output current over a full range
of welding output current levels, independently of said first
welding output current, up to less than said full electrical
power capacity of said engine welder.

9. The engine welder of claim 8 wherein said first output
control circuit includes at least one chopper circuit, and said
at least a second output control circuit comprises at least one
chopper circuit.

10. The engine welder of claim 8 wherein said first output
control circuit includes at least one inverter circuit, and said at
least a second output control circuit includes at least one
inverter circuit.

11. The engine welder of claim 7 wherein said first output
control circuit is capable of controlling said first welding
output current at a control rate of greater than 18 KHz over
said full range of welding output current levels.

12. The engine welder of claim 8 wherein said at least a
second output control circuit is capable of controlling said
second welding output current at a control rate of greater than
18 KHz over said full range of welding output current levels.

13. An engine welder capable of supplying up to a maxi-
mum electrical power capacity, said engine welder compris-
ing:

first welding output means;

at least second welding output means;

at least first auxiliary power output means; and

means for supplying said maximum -electrical power

capacity to said first welding output means via a first
stator welding winding and via a single rotor of the
engine welder having at least one field winding wound
on a stack of iron laminations configured to be driven at
a saturation current to fully saturate a generator magnet-
ics of the engine welder.

14. The engine welder of claim 13 further comprising
means for supplying less than said maximum electrical power
capacity to said at least second welding output means.

15. The engine welder of claim 13 further comprising
means for simultaneously supplying a first portion of said
maximum electrical power capacity to said first welding out-
put means and a second portion of said maximum electrical
power capacity to said at least a second welding output
means, where the sum of said first portion and said second
portion are less than or equal to said maximum electrical
power capacity.

16. The engine welder of claim 13 further comprising
means for simultaneously supplying a first portion of said
maximum electrical power capacity to said first welding out-
put means and a second portion of said maximum electrical
power capacity to said at least a first auxiliary power output
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means, where the sum of said first portion and said second
portion are less than or equal to said maximum electrical
power capacity.

17. The engine welder of claim 13 further comprising
means for simultaneously supplying a first portion of said
maximum electrical power capacity to said first welding out-
put means, a second portion of said maximum electrical
power capacity to said at least a second welding output
means, and a third portion of said maximum electrical power
capacity to said at least a first auxiliary power output means,
where the sum of said first portion, said second portion, and
said third portion are less than or equal to said maximum
electrical power capacity.

18. The engine welder of claim 13 further comprising
means for controlling an output current of said first welding
output means over a full range of output current levels up to
said maximum electrical power capacity.

19. The engine welder of claim 13 further comprising
means for controlling an output current of said at least a
second welding output means over a full range of output
current levels up to less than said maximum electrical power
capacity.

20. The engine welder of claim 13 wherein said at least a
first auxiliary power output means provides a single phase
auxiliary power.

21. The engine welder of claim 13 wherein said at least a
first auxiliary power output means provides a three phase
auxiliary power.

22. A method of supplying a maximum electrical power
capacity with an engine welder having a single rotor capable
of rotating within a single stator, said method comprising:

driving at least one field winding wound on a stack of iron

laminations of said single rotor at a saturation current to
fully saturate a generator magnetics of the engine
welder;

inducing a first welding current in a first stator welding

winding, wound on said single stator of said engine
welder, supplying said maximum electrical power
capacity to said first stator welding winding;

inducing at least a first auxiliary current in at least a first

stator auxiliary winding, wound on said single stator of
said engine welder, supplying less than or equal to said
maximum electrical power capacity to said at least a first
stator auxiliary winding; and

inducing at least a second welding current in at least a

second stator welding winding, wound on said single
stator of said engine welder, supplying less than said
maximum electrical power capacity to said at least a
second stator welding winding.
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23. The method of claim 22 further comprising inducing
said first welding current in said first stator welding winding
supplying a first portion of said maximum electrical power
capacity while simultaneously inducing said at least a second
welding current in said at least said second stator welding
winding supplying a second portion of said maximum elec-
trical power capacity, where a sum of said first portion and
said second portion are less than or equal to said maximum
electrical power capacity.

24. The method of claim 22 further comprising inducing
said first welding current in said first stator welding winding
supplying a first portion of said maximum electrical power
capacity while simultaneously inducing said at least a first
auxiliary current in said at least a first stator auxiliary winding
supplying a second portion of said maximum electrical power
capacity, where a sum of said first portion and said second
portion are less than or equal to said maximum electrical
power capacity.

25. The method of claim 22 further comprising inducing
said first welding current in said first stator welding winding
supplying a first portion of said maximum electrical power
capacity, while simultaneously inducing said at least a second
welding current in said at least said second stator welding
winding supplying a second portion of said maximum elec-
trical power capacity, while simultaneously inducing said at
least a first auxiliary current in said at least a first stator
auxiliary winding supplying a third portion of said maximum
electrical power capacity, where a sum of said first portion,
said second portion, and said third portion are less than or
equal to said maximum electrical power capacity.

26. The method of claim 22 further comprising controlling
a first welding output current, derived from said first welding
current, over a full range of welding output current levels up
to said maximum electrical power capacity while said single
rotor of said engine welder is driven at said saturation current.

27. The method of claim 22 further comprising controlling
a first welding output current, derived from said first welding
current, over a full range of welding output current levels up
to less than said maximum electrical power capacity while
said single rotor of said engine welder is driven at said satu-
ration current.

28. The method of claim 27 further comprising controlling
at least a second welding output current, derived from said at
least a second welding current, over a full range of welding
output current levels up to less than said maximum electrical
power capacity while said single rotor of said engine welder
is driven at said saturation current.
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